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S Courts handle parental disputes over schooling

By SAM LOUNSBERRY
slounsberry@shawmedia.com

Disagreements between separat-
ed parents on whether their children
should be attending school in person or
remotely during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic are making their way into McHenry
County courtrooms.

“It’s not easy to co-parent, and the
coronavirus and this is making it more
of a challenge. I can definitely tell you
it’s a big stressor for families,” said
Elizabeth M. Ellis, a Crystal Lake-based
family mediator and lawyer.

For divorced or separated parents
who normally share decision-making
duties for their children, disputes about
what the appropriate behaviors and
school options are during the outbreak
have sometimes required mediation or
a judge’s intervention to resolve, local
attorneys said.

John Parisi, a Crystal Lake-based
family lawyer and Woodstock School
District 200 board member, said he is
working on a case involving a child
attending school in person while liv-
ing with one parent in Wisconsin, but
the other parent, who lives in Illinois,
thinks that is too risky and wants to use
a remote learning plan. There has not
yet been a decision, he said last week.

“We’re seeing a lot of differences
in opinion in how to handle COVID-19
protocols as a whole,” he said. “One
parent who is having big parties with
family, and one parent who is still on
lockdown.”

Local lawyers said they expect ju-
dicial rulings to be made on a very
case-by-case basis in situations where
one parent is challenging another’s
child care, health, extracurricular and
schooling decisions because of the sta-
tus of the pandemic.

“It really varies based on the judge’s
position and also the likelihood of
[COVID-19] exposure,” said Liz Wake-
man, a Crystal Lake-based attorney and
mediator. “This is a new area of family
law being created by the pandemic. It’s
changing every day.”

She said she thinks as the pandemic’s
caseload grows more or less severe in a
particular state or area, it opens the door
to family court judgments on education
plans or other directions related to the
outbreak getting revisited more often
than was normal before the virus hit.

“Normally if a court decides some-
thing, that’s the decision, it can’t be
litigated again. But the reality is that
a judge won’t be able to simply say, ‘I
have ruled on this once, I’m not going to
discuss it again.’ Some might make that
decision, but I think most will recognize
the changing landscape of the pandem-
ic,” Wakeman said. “I expect most judg-
es will be open to the new facts and the

new statistics. But it’s not a certainty
that all of them will be.”

The expectation that family courts
issue a patchwork of orders, rather than
creating a clear pattern of erring on ei-
ther the side of greater precaution or
openness regarding in-person schooling
as the pandemic continues, is driven by
the fact that separate school districts
have varied in their responses to the
outbreak, with some systems offering
in-person options while others have
stuck with fully remote learning, local
attorneys said.

“I think that the lack of clear answers
and the different decisions communities
... make it really hard for a judge to say
one parent is clearly wrong here,” Pari-
si said. “We really do have to be able to
point to something in the [pre-pandemic]
judgment saying this is how it’s going to
be resolved, or we have to convince the
judges that one of the parents is wrong.
Getting into these trials, we end up in
a position where we’re going to have to
bring in medical experts, pediatricians.”

The wide range of the COVID-19 case-
loads between communities in the area
can also be a factor in conflicting out-
comes of mediation and court cases over

parental head-butting because of the vi-
rus and the perceived risk it presents in
school and other activities.

A parent’s job and its associated
risk of exposure to COVID-19 can also
be taken into account, local lawyers
said. So can whether there are regular
contributions to child supervision and
caretaking by one parent’s family mem-
bers who are at high risk of developing
severe symptoms of the virus because of
their age or a medical condition.

“It depends on the entire family sys-
tem, including grandparents. It’s going
to undermine your case if you are oper-
ating contrary to the safety of a child’s
caretaker. A lot of the time when we
have parents who are working, they
are relying on grandparents,” Wood-
stock-based family lawyer Gunnar
Gitlin said.

Less weight would be given to con-
cerns of a parent wanting to keep a child
out of remote schooling or other activ-
ity to simply limit the chances of viral
spread during visits with relatives, he
said.

“The Thanksgiving and Christmas
grandma and grandpa time are not go-
ing to be controlling,” Gitlin said, add-

ing that avoiding conflict over how to
act during the pandemic is “easier said
than done” for co-parents considering
their children’s’ schooling and extra-
curricular options.

But resolving parental disputes out-
side of formal mediation or court pro-
cesses is possible, said Jennifer Tabor, a
licensed clinical social worker and own-
er of the McHenry-based Tabor Therapy
Group.

“I first work to validate the inherent
difficulty in making any COVID-19-re-
lated decision,” Tabor said in an email.
“This is uncharted territory for us all,
and many of us have reached a level of
‘[COVID-19]-decision making fatigue.’”

The first step, however, is to priori-
tize the needs of the children, and those
can depend on what type of students
they are and how effective remote learn-
ing has been for an individual, she said.

“For example, tweens and teens de-
velopmentally learn more from their
peers than their parents. It’s natural,”
Tabor said. “When they do not have ac-
cess to this opportunity, it can impact
their social-emotional wellness. And,
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A photo illustration depicting students who impacted by remote and in-person learning changes.

See PANDEMIC PARENTING, page 9
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Is it safe to get medical care
during the COVID-19 pandemic?

During this pandemic, it is common for patients to
ask medical providers if they should delay wellness
visits, immunizations, urgent care or emergency
room visits. They are even unsure if they should
be admitted to the hospital for needed medical
procedures or care when they are very sick. While
this uncertainty is understandable, rest assured that
Mercyhealth has implemented a series of safety
measures to ensure our patients and staff remains
safe.
In September 2020, a study was published in the

Centers for Disease Control’s Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report titled “Delay or Avoidance of Medical
Care Because of COVID-19-Related Concerns.”
The study consisted of a web-based survey taken
by more than 5,400 adults during June 2020.
Results showed that 40.9% of US adults reported
having delayed or avoided medical care because
of concerns about COVID-19. This included 12%
of adults who chose not to seek or avoided getting
urgent or emergency care.
These numbers are alarming. Individuals who

put off emergent medical care put their lives at
risk, and those who are not keeping their chronic
medical conditions under control or immunizations
up-to-date are at higher risk if they get contracted
with COVID-19.
It’s important to understand that your chance

of contracting COVID-19 at a medical facility is
no higher than getting it at the grocery store or

restaurant, for example. In fact, I feel safer working
in my clinic or in a hospital because of the extra
precautions taken to protect staff and patients.
Mercyhealth has taken stringent precautions at

our hospitals and clinics. When entering the facility,
visitors are asked a series of COVID-19 screening
questions and have their temperature checked. Mask
wearing is mandatory and hand sanitizer is available.
Social distancing measures are followed to keep
everyone a minimum 6 feet apart. We use telehealth
visits—virtual visits via a smartphone, tablet or
computer—to screen all patients experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms to keep them out of the clinic.
Sick patients are scheduled at a different time
than healthy patients in for a routine visit. Patients
asked to arrive just before their scheduled time,
and are roomed quickly upon arrival. Rooms are
cleaned thoroughly after each patient visit, and staff
wears extra personal protective equipment to keep
themselves and others safe.
These measures have been very effective in

keeping patients safe and well. In my practice, we
have not had a single patient tested positive that
was seen in-person at the clinic. Instead all patients
who tested positive for COVID-19 were seen via a
telehealth visit. Thankfully, all are now recovered.
Our efficient staff does thorough screenings
and sanitization, and has extensive education in
order to keep our patients safe. Rest assured that
Mercyhealth’s doctors and other providers have
examined every detail of your visit to protect your
health and well-being. So, don’t delay your medical
care. Make an appointment to see your doctor today.
Dr. Viquar Mundozie, MD, FAAFP, board certified

family medicine physician, sees patients at
Mercyhealth Harvard South. For more information

or to make an appointment, call (815) 943-1122.
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EDWARD TAYLOR LOCKE JR.
Born: April 25, 1935; in Woodstock, IL
Died: November 3, 2020; in Volo, IL

Edward Taylor Locke Jr., age 85, was a
resident of Volo, IL, for 60 plus years.

Edward was the beloved husband of the
late Marjorie (née Hironimus); loving father of
Edward T. Locke III (Kim) and Robert T. Locke
(Brandy); cherished grandfather of Stephanie
(Zachary) Sargent, Robert Locke Jr. and Jenna
Locke; proud great-grandfather of Harper
Marjorie Sargent. Beloved by his two nieces,
Teri Tornow and Cynthia (Todd) Tayler (née
Tornow); and brother-in-law, Richard (Red)
Hironimus.

He was preceded in death by his parents,

HENRY RHODES HUNDLEY

Henry Rhodes Hundley, 87, of Huntley, for-
merly of DeTour, Michigan, died peacefully on 
November 13, 2020, at JourneyCare Barrington.

Rhodes was born Jan. 24, 1933, in Detroit, 
Michigan, to parents Bernard and Lois (née 
Lusk) Hundley. des reconnected with his high 
school sweetheart, Janet Brewin, and they 
married on July 2, 1988. They shared a love for 
life and loved to travel together. He used music 
to bring joy to those around him and was a 
gifted piano player. Rhodes is remembered by 
his loved ones as a caring and compassionate 
man. He will be greatly missed.

Rhodes is survived by his wife of 32 years, 
Janet Hundley; his children, Tom Hundley, and 
Kristen Hundley; his stepchildren, Craig (Bever-
ly) Brass, David (Paula) Brass and Ellen (Glenn) 
Nissen; his grandchildren, Kayla, Cameron, 
Riley, Jack, Haley, Charlie and Nicholas; and his 
sister, Susan (Gordy) Blakeman.

A memorial service will be held at a later date.
For further information please call the funeral

home at 847-515-8772 or online condolences
may be directed to www.defiorefuneral.com.

815-363-5920

casamchenrycounty.org
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is reflected in increased mental illness
amongst this population right now.”

She also encourages parents to ex-
plore their own history of anxiety to
help make a plan for their children

“based on ‘the evidence’ ” fueling
any hesitation surrounding in-person
learning, she said.

“Oftentimes, it is the anxiety in one
parent that impacts their need to con-
trol the other parent; this is a root of
much of the conflict seen in divorce
and parenting disagreements,” Tabor
said.
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